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Health care for elderly patients

Cost
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Fig. 1
The maintenance of triangle among quality of life, cost and
accessisimportant in health care for elderly patients.
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It is both interesting and interesting to consider advancement and missions of Cardiovascular Surgery as we
rapidly approach to the 21st century. The purpose of this paper isto examine advances in cardiovascular technolo-
gy, economics of health care, elderly patient medical care, and what twenty-first century cardiovascular surgeon
ought to be.

Gene therapy,organ substitution in the form of either support devices or transplantation for end-stage cardiac
disease, robotic cardiovascular surgery and state of the art imaging technique will become main topics of 21st cen-
tury cardiovascular technology and advancement. All are useful advancements for human being, but we must fur-
ther discuss cost effectiveness, ethical concerns, and adaptability.

Cardiovascular surgery is making a transition from its emerging or rapid growth phase to a mature state.
Several options are available to cardiovascular surgeons as to how they might respond to future changes that will
occur. Leadership, knowledge, active adaptation, persistence, technique and humanity would be needed by cardio-
vascular surgeon of the twenty-first century. It isvery important to judge fittness of cardiovascular surgeon from
such points.

Economics of health care and elderly patient medical care are also important issues. Reassessment of the
value of cardiovascular surgical service in the economy and maintenance of a priority triangle among quality of
life, cost and accessin elderly patient health care may become a meaningful plan.

(Jpn. J. Vasc. Surg., 9 : 639-642, 2000)
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