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Fig. 1 Preoperative clinical feature of seroma (Supine posi-
tion)
Clinical appearance of perigraft seroma complicating
theright axillofemoral bypass.The patient became aware
of bulging along the course of prosthetic graft for right
axillofemoral bypass using polytetrafluoroethylene
(PTFE) graft 7 months after operation.
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Fig. 2 The preoperative enhanced computed tomography
The preoperative enhanced computed tomography
showed fluid collection surrounded with prosthetic graft
(arrow), but the site of leakage from prosthetic graft was
not detected.
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Fig. 2 The postoperative enhanced computed tomography
The postoperative enhanced computed tomography showed
no fluid collection surrounded with the new prosthetic graft,
Dacron graft. And the previous subcutaneous tunnel was
closed tightly (arrow).
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A Case of Surgical Repair for Perigraft Seroma
Following Axillofemor al Bypass

Hiroshi Furukawa, Fuminaga Suetsugu, Yoshinori Shigematsu, and Kosei Yasumoto
Department of Surgery |1, University of Occupational and Environmental Health
Key words: Perigraft seroma, Arteriosclerosis obliterans (ASO), Axillofemoral bypass
(AXFB), Polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) graft, Dacron graft

A 77-year-old man became aware of bulging along the course of a polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) prosthetic graft
placed for right axillofemoral bypass 7 months after operation. About 200 ml serous fluid was collected by puncturing
the seroma, but it reocurred within afew days. Continuous drainage and several drainage procedures by puncture of the
seroma were needed, so we decided to perform surgical repair by replacing a new prosthetic graft made of another
Dacron. Elective operation was performed on November 22, 2000. The PTFE graft was not adherent to the perigraft
tissues at all and was easy to remove. The new Dacron graft was anastomosed to the right axillary artery and femoral
artery after passing it through a new subcutaneous tunnel located just lateral to the old cavity which was closed tightly.
The postoperative clinical result was favorable and no bulging along the axillofemoral bypass was recognized. We
report agood surgical outcome of repair of a perigraft seromaby replacement with another graft, but regular follow-up
will be needed in the long-term period. (Jpn. J. Vasc. Surg., 10: 561-565, 2001)
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