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Fig. 1 Plain abdominal X-ray showed many acupuncture
needle.
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penetrated the abdominal aorta (2a) as confirmed by angiography (2b).

Fig. 3

Intraoperative findings. An acupuncture needle pen-
etrated the abdominal aorta.
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Fig.2 Abdominal CT scan showed an abdominal aortic aneurysm and an acupuncture needle that had a ‘

33

RI‘M

Fig. 4 Removed acupuncture needle (“Okibari”).
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An Acupuncture Needle Penetration of the Abdominal Aorta

Hiroki Y oshida, Y uichi 1zumi, Katsuaki Magishi, Kazuyuki Tanaka and Hiroshi Kubota
Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, Nayoro City Hospital
Key words: Acupuncture, Migrated needle, Acupuncture needle penetrated the abdominal aorta

Traditional acupunctureisawidely recognized, common nonsurgical treatment that may however cause unexpected
complications. We report a case in which an acupuncture needle penetrated the abdominal aorta. A 77-year-old woman
was referred to the Department of Neurology and Psychiatry of our hospital due to hypochondriacal melancholia. She
complained of lumbago 7 years previously and had been treated by acupuncture. Plain abdominal X-ray showed a number
of needles which had removed as foreign objects. Abdomina computed tomography (CT) showed an abdominal aortic
aneurysm and an acupuncture needle that had penetrated the abdominal aorta, confirmed on angiography. We surgically
removed the migrated needle, excluding the abdominal aortic aneurysm conducted an aorto-iliac bypass. The postopera-
tive course was uneventful and she wastranferred to the Department of Neurology and Psychiatry on postoperative day 23.

O Jpn. J. Vasc. Surg., 11: 653-656[20020]



