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Fig.1 Enhanced CT demonstrating alef—sided pleural effusion, apericardial effusion, and anterior mediastinal hematoma

surrounding the aorta.
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Disruption of the Innominate Artery in a Case of Blunt Trauma:
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Traumatic aortic disruption occurs most commonly at the isthmus and injuries to the branches of the aortic arch are
much less common. We present a case of blunt innominate artery injury caused by a motor vehicle crash. A 30-year-
old man who was involved in a motor vehicle accident was brought to our hospital, with fractures of the lower
extremities and physical findings of anterior chest wall trauma. Chest CT scan demonstrated blood in the anterosuperior
mediastinum surrounding the aorta, pleural effusion on the left-side and a pericardial effusion. Since the patient was
hemodynamically unstable, an emergency operation was performed. After an atrio-femoral cardiopulmonary bypass
was instituted and moderate hypothermiawas induced, median sternotomy was performed. At thoracic exploration, the
brachiocephlic artery was interrupted completely at its origin from the aorta.

The brachiocephalic artery and a part of the aortic arch were reconstructed with a 22-mm woven Dacron graft with
one branch. Hypothermic circulatory arrest and selective cerebral perfusion were used as a cerebral protection method.
The patient progressed well without any neurological deficit and was discharged to rehabilitation facility on postopera-
tive day 13. 0 Jpn. J. Vasc. Surg., 13: 557-560, 200401
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