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Fig. 2 Ascending venography (a) and Duplex scanning (b) of the lower extremities showed
an aneurysmal change with an image defect of the right popliteal vein.
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Fig. 3 Popliteal venous aneurysm was filled with
thrombi.
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Fig. 4 Postoperative venography showed good shape and blood
flow of the reconstructed popliteal vein.
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Popliteal Venous Aneurysm as a Cause of Pulmonary Embolism

Masae Haga, Nobuyuki Akasaka, Akira Nagamine, Nobuyoshi Azuma,
Masashi Inaba and Tadahiro Sasajima

Department of Surgery, Asahikawa Medical University
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Primary venous aneurysms (VA) are uncommon and in most cases are of low clinical significance. However,
popliteal VA have been frequently recognized to be sources of life-threatening pulmonary embolisms. A 73-years-old
woman was admitted by ambulance because of 1oss of consciousness following arespiratory disturbance, and chest CT
scanning showed pulmonary emboli. She recovered following conservative treatment. Perfusion lung scanning dis-
played multiple defects in both lungs. Ascending venography and duplex scanning of lower extremities revealed aright
popliteal VA accompanying thrombi which appeared to a cause the pulmonary embolism. Aneurysmectomy and patch
plasty with autogenous vein were performed, and postoperative venography showed good morphology and perfusion
of the popliteal vein. O Jpn. J. Vasc. Surg., 13: 569-572, 20040



