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Fig.1 A right popliteal aneurysm and total arterial occlusion
due to athrombus, which extended bel ow the knee with
some collateral circulation.
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Fig.2 The size of the aneurysm measured 25 mm x 40mm
with some papillary excrescences on the wall of the an-

eurysm.

Fig. 3 Pathologic examination of the excrescences revealed
abnormal arterial layers with only tunica media. EVG
stain.
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A Case of Non-ruptured Popliteal Aneurysm with a Bleb

Atsutomo Morishima, Nozomu Sasahashi and Koji Ueyama

Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Rakuwakai Otowa Hospital
Key words: Periphera vascular disease, Popliteal artery, Bleb

We report a case of non-ruptured popliteal aneurysms with a bleb on the right leg. A 75-year-old man was
admitted with coldness and leg pain at rest. At the time of admission, emergency angiography found aright popliteal
aneurysm and total arterial occlusion due to athrombus, which extended below the knee with some collateral circula-
tion. We started anticoagul ation therapy and on the 4th hospital day we performed dissection of the popliteal aneurysm
with thrombectomy, providing relief of the vasocclusion. The size of the aneurysm measured 25 mm x 40 mm with a
bleb on the wall of the aneurysm. Pathologic examination of the bleb revealed an abnormal arterial structure consisting
only of thetunicamedia. On the 4th postoperative day, a peroneal aneurysm was found by ultrasound examination. On
the 13th post operative day, rupture of the peroneal aneurysm was found on emergency angiography and a covered stent
was inserted. A third aneurysm was found at thistime at the post tibial region, which was not treated asit did not show
any tendency to increase. Thisweakness of blebs hold a high risk of rupture and we should resect the aneurysm as soon
as ableb is diagnosed on the aneurysm. 0 Jpn. J. Vasc. Surg., 15: 625-628, 20060
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