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TheVascular Surgery in Japan
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In this paper, | have briefly reviewed the history of the vascular surgery in Japan until around 1980’ s, mainly
focussing on the individual achievements. The modern vascular surgery in Japan has started since late 1880’ s as a part
of the general surgery. Although its progress was slow, many pathophysiological evidences have been clarified until
around 1945. Since then the papers regarding the vascular surgery have increased in number year by year and the
vascular surgery has established its own position.

Around 1960, the pathophysiology of the vascular disease in Japan has changed remarkably from non-degenera-
tive to atherosclerotic due to change of daily life style and prolongation of life. In 1960’s, the young vascular surgeons,
who have finished their special training in the Western countries, gathered to discuss about various problems of
vascular surgery and have founded the Research Association for Vascular Surgery in 1973. Thereafter, the vascular
surgical technique has been applied in the many fields of the surgery, including oncological surgery, plastic surgery,
transplantational surgery and endovascular surgery. Under these circumstances, the association has restarted as the
Japanese Society for Vascular Surgery in 1992.

Thetask of the Society in the future is thought to be making a guideline for selection of various treatmentsin
association with the societies in the Western coutries. 0 Jpn. J. Vasc. Surg., 11: 671-679, 20020



