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Fig. 1
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Fig. 2 Thrombus and white clot (arrows).
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Preoperative magnetic resonance an-
giography (MRA) revealed obstructed
popliteal artery in both legs.
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Fig. 3 Clinical course.
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A Caseof AcuteArterial Thrombosis
Dueto Heparin-induced Thrombocytopenia

Satoshi 1to!, Naoyuki Kimura?, Koji Kawahito!,
Hideo Adachi?, and Takashi Ino?

100 Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Itabashi Chuo Medical Center
200 Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Jichi Medical School Omiya Medical Center
Key words: Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia, Thrombosis, Acute arterial thrombosis

A 66-year-old woman suffered cardiogenic cerebral infarction and was treated with heparin (10,000 units/ day).
Platelet counts decreased markedly from 200,000/ L to 41,000/ uL by hospital day 10. Subsequently, bilateral lower
leg ischemia was observed, and magnetic resonance angiography revealed popliteal artery, obstruction in both legs.
Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia was diagnosed on the basis of the clinical course. The patient underwent emergency
thrombectomy, and all forms of heparin exposure were discontinued. Argatroban was used for anticoagulation during and
after surgery. The platelet count recovered to 200,000 / wL 1 week after the discontinuation of heparin. However,
amputation of the patient’s left lower leg was required because of progressive ischemia despite anticoagulation
therapy. 0 Jpn. J. Vasc. Surg., 14: 563-567, 20050
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